DEFARTMENT OF TIIE ARMY
Wilmington Dhatriet, Corps of Engingers
Post Oflice Box 1890
Wilmington, Marth Caraling 28402-1800

Action 1D Mo, 200021506 May 7, 2002

FLULGLIC NOTICT:

The Raleigh Durham Airport Authority, Post Offics Box 80001, R Atrport, NC, 27623,
has applied for a Department of the Army (DA) permit TQ PLACE FILL WITHIN 1.8 ACRES
OF WETLAMNDS AND 1 353 LINCAR FEET OF USIWNAMED TRIBUTARIES TO BRIER
CREEK AND SYCAMORE CREFE, TN THEE NELISE RIVER BASIN, ASSOCIATED WITH
CONSTRUCTION QF RUNWAY SAFETY AREAS ON THE XNORTHERN AND
SOLTHERM EMDS OF AN EXISTING RUSWAY, AND THE CONSTRUCTION QI
ACCESS ROADS ARQUND THE PROPOSED SAFETY AREAS, AT THE RALEIGH
DURITAW ATRFORT, IN WAKE COUNTY, NORTH CAROQLINA.

The (pllowing deseription of the work is taken from data provided by the applicant and
frown cbservations made during a site vizit by a reprosentalive of Lhe Corps of Engineers, Plans
submitted with the application show the proposed construction of runway safety areas at the
northern und southem erminus of mnway 3R-23L at Raleigh Durham Airport. Construction of
the southern runway safety area will result in the placerment o 360 480 theusand cubic vards of
fill matertal that will extend approximately 1,000 from the end of the existing paved mnway at a
grailual 2-3% slope, The end and sides of the fill will be graded w a 4:1 slope. Upon
completion, the surface and sides of the fill will be stabilized and muinlained in grass. A 12 006
loot paved service 1oad is proposed to be conatructed alumg the cdpee of the filled area to provide
access b the safely wren Bom (he terninal and airport grounds ¢ast of the imway, The southern
phasc of the work will resalt in fill material being placed inlo 0.5 scre ol emergent wetland and
0.3 acre of [oresied welland, as well as 1,248 linear feet of stream, of which 773 linear feet s
rerennil or exhibils important aquatic function,

The northem runway safety area will require the placement of 100 — 200 thousand cuhic
yards of Gl material and will be graded and maintained i the swne manner as the southern {11,
Appraxmadely 2,000 feet of an existing radar site seeess road located at the northern torminus of
the runway will by rclocated to the edge of the new runway safety area and will pravide aceess 1o
hoth the sality arca and Lhe radar site. Impacts associated with the northern phase of the work
inchade the placement of fill into 1.0 acre of emergent welland wnel 103 linear feet of stream
channzl, none of which is perennial or exhibits important aquatic function.

The twlal impact resulting front (he placement of 1ill material associaiel wilh the
canstruction of both rutiway safiely areus and access roads includes 1,353 linear feet of steam
channel, of whieh 773 lincar teet is perennial or cxhibits inportant aguatic funciion, and 1.8
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acres of welland, of which 0.3 acre is forested. The applicant proposes to mitigate for these
impacts by providing payment into the MNorth Careling Wellinds Restoration Frogram for the
restoration of 2,126 linear feet of stream channel and 3.6 acres of wetland, "This would provide
for restoration ut o 2 1o [ ratio for impacts to forested wetlands and stream channels that are
perermial or exhibit important aquatic function, and restorstion at a 1 10 1 ratio far impacts to
emerpent weilands and the remaining streams. The purpose of the work is to provide mnway
sulely areas al the northern and sotchern ends of runway SR-23L that meet current Federai
Aviation Administration design standards (reguirng salety areas (0 extend at least 1 000 fect
beyond the end of the paved mnway surtace), provide a safer nimway enviranment, and ensure
CIRCTECTCY equipment aceess the safety arcas, Plans showiny the work are included with this
public nutice.

The State of North Ceroling will revicw this public notice to determine the need for the
applicant to ebtain any required State authorization. No Depariment of the Army (DA ) permit
will b tssucd until the coordinated State viewpoint on the proposal has been received and
reviewwd by this agency, nor will 2 DA permit be issucd untit the North Carolina Division of
Warer Quatity (NCDWQ) has determined the applicability of a Waler Quality Cerlificate as
rcquired by PT. 9225000,

This application is being considered pursuant to Section 404 ol the Clein Water Act (33
U.5.C. 1344). Any person may request, in writing within the comment period specified in the
notice, that a public hearing e beld (0 consider this application. Requests for public hearing
shail state, with particalarity, the rcasons for holding a public hearing.

The Distriet Engineer has consulted the latest published version of the National Register of
Historie Places for the presence or absence of registered propertics, or properties listed as being
gligible tor inclusion (herein. Bosad on the best available evidence, it bas been determined that
110 sites within the vicinity of the project are registered or listed as being cligible for inclusion in
thi: Reyister.  Examination of the Wational Register of listoric Maces constitutes the extent of
cultural resource investigations by the District Fngineer, and he is otherwise unaware of the
presence of other such resources. Presently, unknown archeological, scientific, prehistorieal, or
histarical dala may be lost or destroved by work under the requested permit.

The District Engineer, based on available information, is not aware that the proposed
activity will attiel species, or their critical habitat, designated as endangered or threatened
pursuant to the Cndunpersd Species Act of 1973

The decision whether o issue a permit will be based on an cvaluation of the probable
impacts, including cumulative impacts, of the proposed sctivity and its intended usze on the
public interest, Evaluation of the probable impacts thal the proposed activity may have on (he
public inierest requires a careful weighing of all those factors, which become relevant in cach
particular case, The benefits, which reasonahly muy be expected to accrue from the proposal,
must be balanced apainst its reasonably foreseeable dettiments. The deeision whether w
authorize a preposal, and if so the conditions under which it will be allowed to oeeur, arc
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theretore determined by the cutcome of the general balancing process. That decision should
rellect the national concern for hoth protection and utilivaution of important resources. All fagtors
that may be relevant (o Lhe proposal must be considered including the cumulative eflects thereof,
Among those ate conservation, econumics, aestheties, general cnvirenmental concerns,
wetlinds, cultural valuecs, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards and flood plain valucs {in
werordance with Bxeculive Order 11988), land use, navigation, shore erosion and secretion,
recreation, water supply and conservatian, waler quality, cnergy needs, safety, food and fiber
production, mineral needs, consideraiions of property ownership, and, in general, the needs and
wallare of the people. For activities involving the placement of dredged or i1 materials in
walcrs of the United States, & permit will be denied if the discharge that would be authorized by
such permit would not comply with the Environmental Proteetion Agency’s 404(B)(1)
suidelines. Subject to the preceding senlence and any other applicable guidelines or criteria, a
permit will be pranted unless the Distriet Engineer determines that it would be contrary to the
public imerest.

U'he Corps of Engingers is soliciting conunents from the public; Federal, State and local
agencies and officials; Indian Tribes and orher interested partics in order to consider and evaluate
the impaets of this proposed activity. Any commenls received will be considered by the Corps of
Engmeers o determine whether to issue, modily, condition or deny & permit for this proposal,

To make this decision. comments are used o assess impacts on endangered species, historic
properticy, water quality, gencral environmental cTeets and the other public interest factors listed
above. Carmmnents are used in the preparation of an Frvironmental Assessment (EA) andior an
Environmental Trupact Statement (T1S) pursuant o the National Environmental Folicy Act
{(NFPA}. Comments arc also used to determine the need for a public bearing and to determine
the overall public interest of the proposed activity,

Generally, 1he decision whether te issue this Department of the Army (DA) permit
modification will not be made until the North Caroling Division of Water Qualily {NCIW0)
issucs, denies, or walves State certifeation required by Scetion 401 of the Clean Water Act. Thy
NCLYWO considers whuther or not the proposed activity will comply with Sections 301, 02,
306, and 307 of the Clean Water Act. The application and (his public notice firr Lhe Departraent
of the Army (T*A} permit serves as upplication te the NCD'WQ for certification,

Additional information regarding the Clean Warer Act certification may be reviewed at the
otfices of the Wetlands /401 Unit, North Caroling DENR. Divigion of Water Qualily, 2321
Crabiree Boulevard, Raleigh, North Carcling. Copies of such materials will be furnished 1o any
persen requesling copics upon payment of reproduction costs,

All persons desiring (o make comments regarding the application for Clean Water Act
certification shauld do so in writing delivered to the North Carelina Division of Water Quality
(NCDWQ), Wetlands/401 Unit, 1650 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, Nerth Carolina, 27699-
16540, en or before May 30, 2002, Atention: Mr. Juohn Domey.
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Written commments pertinent to the proposed work, as outlined abave, will be received in
this oflice, Attention: Mr. Tedd Tugwell, umil 4:13 p.m., June 6, 2002, ar telephone (219) 876-
8441, extension 26.
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